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KUPPAM GREEN

INTRODUCTION

About 25 % of the world granite reserves are in India according to ‘Indian Bureau of
Quarries,” a Government of India organisation. Recoverable reserves are 1027421
million cubic metres in the total reserves at already identified areas (as on 1-4-
1995) with Maximum concentration of deposits in Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh,
Tamil Nadu and Kerala. Deposits are also identified recently in Uttar Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Orissa, Bihar, West Bengal.
There are many more vast areas of reserves yet to be identified and tapped.
Reserves are also in numerous types, colours and patterns; over 100 varieties
identified so far and more varieties are being explored and search for new varieties
is a continuous process. India is amongst the leading exporter countries of stones in
the world, being a close competitor to China and Italy who are the leaders. In
Million rupees, Indian Stone exports amounted to 34 Billion Rupees in 2003-04, with
Granite alone accounting for 26 Billion Rupees. Sandstones are fast emerging as a
leading export segment with an 11% share in exports.
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Products
thereof

Andhra Pradesh is one of the hotspot with the granite-estimated 107242 million
cubic meters. The world-renowned Kuppam green and gray, black galaxy granite,
Srikakulam blue, Warangal and Khammam black, Tan Brown of Karimnagar, Tiger
Skin of Chittoor etc. occur in plentiful quantities. Granite worth about Rs.3000
million (US $ 60 million) is being exported. There are significant opportunities for
making novel products with polished granite, which have a good demand in the
international market.

KUPPAM - LAND AND PEOPLE

Kuppam is a census town in Chittoor district in the Indian state of Andhra Pradesh.
It is 105km fror Bangalore and 250km from Chennai. It is famous for its granite
quarries, so much so that a granite variety is named after the town, viz. Kuppam
Green. Kuppam shot to fame after the ex AP Chief Minister and the TDP supremo N.
Chandra Babu Naidu won the elections from this constituency. Kuppam was also the
site of an interesting experiment by ||| ||| I +ich founded the i-
community there. As of 2001 India census, Kuppam had a population of 18,803.
Males constitute 51% of the population and females 49%. Kuppam has an average
literacy rate of 69%, higher than the national average of 59.5%: male literacy is
75%, and female literacy is 62%. In Kuppam, 14% of the population is under 6 years
of age.

+ Kuppam area is part of DPAP block and chronically drought affected



«» Eighty-five percent of the population in the area live below the poverty line
« Only 10% of the gross cropped area is under assured source of irrigation

« Saline lands

» Soil is composed of gravel and stones of varying sizes with low level of
organic matter

KUPPAM - HIGHLY PAMPERED TOWN

Kuppam is the electoral constituency of ex Chief Minister Mr. Chandrababu Naidu. He is
Member of Legislative Assembly (MLA) for almost 20 years. He was chief minister of
Andhra Pradesh for 9 years continuously and highly influential Chief Minister of that time.
When he was chief Minister he wanted to make Kuppam as the model village with ultra
modern communication facilities, educational facilities and modern agricultural projects.
HP -1 community which was initiated by HP international was highly published programme
through out the world. Kuppam project was the innovative agricultural initiative taken
at that time. The fact is both the programmes were a miserable failure but to the world
it was a great success.

Mr. Chandrababu Naidu and his dedicated followers are very keen not to bring bad name
to the Kuppam so that his Image, which he built over time, should not be damaged.
There is a very strange and interesting incident, which proves the above claims. On July
4, 2003 her brother beat a women to death and her relatives since she was diagnosed HIV
positive. This incident was not reported by any of the journalists, except one bold
person. Once the journalist published the repot it became national news immediately.
Despite of this fact no arrest or enquiry was made rather a defamation case worth of Rs
20 lakh has been slapped on the journalist for writing the story by the local TDP outfits.
The journalist is still fighting the case in the local court.

MINING AND PROCESSING

Quarrying in Kuppam started some 50 years before by a businessman Mr. Basha, who
found a huge market for the Kuppam green internationally and he setup his first quarry
and processing plant in Kuppam in the name of Evershine. Now there are some 4
internationally known companies operating in extracting the Kuppam Green and gray
granite. There are 21 legal quarries operating.

All quarry owners are politically powerful and well connected to the Telegu Desam Party
(TDP) and to the ex chief minister Mr. Chandrababu Naidu. Some of them from Tamil
Nadu and some from Bangalore setup the processing units in kuppam for
B h:s the headquater in Chennai and Evershine has the office in Bangalore. The
locals own the quarry and the outsiders own the processing units. The possessing units
buy the raw granite cubes according to requirement and process it. Quarry licensing is
usually for 20 years and maximum allowed area is not more than 2 hectares.

Mine owners get lease license from the government to mine a certain area. In Kuppam
and other parts of Chittoor, mine owners are not involved in retait selling or processing or
exporting of granite. The mined granite are sized or trimmed as per the specification of
buyers, who are generally traders with collection centres or warehouses in Chennai, or in
Bangalore. The traders sell the crude or roughly trimmed sandstones to either domestic
or international customers.

There are several processing units in Kuppam engaged in processing and polishing of
granite for international customers. These industrial units have agents in Kuppam
quarries areas and they buy the approved quality of granite. Then they are sent to these



processing units for the final works. Some granite exporters act as agents with purchasing
offices in Kuppam and export directty from the quarries.

Around 80% of quarrying are illegal, as there is no control from the government the
quarry owners blast the stones wherever they like. It is evident once one travels around
the village and can easily see the places readily quarried for the stone. According to
people the quarry owners mine non-leased area first and then only the leased area which
is in violation of existing laws. The other reason for the above illegal mining is growing
demand from the western countries in order to complete the orders they mine the
granite illegally without permit from government.

DEEP BORE BLASTING THREATENING FOR MINING WORKERS

In total disregard of the law, untrained miner workers of Kuppam guarries detonate
explosives to break down the rocks. The vibrations caused by detonations, apart from
generating noise, are opening up joints, fractures and fissures already there in the hill
slopes. The deep bore blasting in Kuppam quarries is done even during the nights and

early mornings.

PROCESSING UNITS IN KUPPAM

india exports quality granite products since 1949, The pioneer and the cldest
granite industry existing for three generations owned by
the founder of || I and his sons

looking after the group. Other Group companies are:

are

With export
turnover over 200 million rupees and exporting to Australia, Austria, Belgium,
Canada, China, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Hong Kong, Ireland, Israel,
ltaly, Japan, Malaysia, New Zealand, Norway, Singapore, Spain, Sweden,
Switzerland, Taiwan, Province Of China, United Kingdom, United 5tates.

This company is also owned by one of the son of

Company is also exporting natural/ processed granite products all over the World
since 1947 to USA, Hawaii, Canada, UK, Scotland, Ireland, italy, Spain, France,
Switzerland, Germany, Belgium, Austria, Sweden, Finland, Denmark, Norway,
Middle East, Israel, Japan, Hong Kong, China, Singapore, Taiwan, Malaysia,
Australia, New Zealand, etc.

Started in 1984 at a time when the Portuguese held sway over the world markets in
a near monopotistic stronghold on the industry. The company speciatizes in
landscape granite stones and has an annual production of 200,000 tons of
cobblestones and kerbstones. _ is the largest supplier of
cobblestones to the US and Europeans. They have a processing unit in Kuppam.
They have 6 sips sailing over the world under the name _ The
company also owns 10000 acres of land in Gujarat for salt production biggest in
Asia in the name of Jakhau Salt they also mine Iron ore and Bauxite and has mines
In Orrisa, Jharkand and in Gujarat.



It was established in the year 1987 with . Subsequently by
acquiring | N =nd and increasing export of raw
blocks to about two thousand CBM per year to ITALY and other European Countries,
the company specializes in exports of Gravestone and Tombstone to Austria,
Belgium, France, Germany, ltaly, Netherlands, Poland, and Spain. They have their
own quarry and processing house in Kuppam

WORKING CONDITION INSIDE THE STONE PROCESSING UNITS

All visited stone polishing units share a common practice of violating the laws of
the safety of labour (sans glows, eye class, gum boots, mask, uniforms etc..). The
house keeping is very pathetic with stones and wastes littered everywhere with
huge dust atlover the place including the air. Poor ventilation is a very common
phenomenon with the processing units irrespective of brand and status of the
company. Even though labour is not found inside the factory, there are more in the

camps.

CAMPS
There are more than 1500 small and big camps in and around Kuppam area. These

camps are the places where the stones are hand processed. Almost all rough
granite which is used in pavements, garden, and other public places are processed
in the camps. The camps can be small or big housing one person to 100 people at a
time. All the processing units outsource the service of the camp for their raw cut
granite or rough granite. This is the major place where child labourers are
employed. One can walk through the camps and easily see the children breaking
the stones or shaping the stones. The camp are usually owned by the local people
whao know the stone work like shaping, carving etc.. Even some companies like R.R
granite from Bangalore own a big camp. All most all people working in the camps
know where the stone is going. Because they are informed for whom they are
making and what for. One can talk to them and know for which country they are

making the stones.

TRANSPORTATION OF STONES

The stones are transported in many ways, the legal stones are sent to either
Mangalore (Karnataka) port or Chennai (Tamil Nadu) port and illegal stones are
sent to Tuticorin (Tamil Nadu). The illegal ones are taken from small roads
escaping the road authorities and Tax officers and enter Tamil Nadu border which
is 10 KM and go to Tuticorin port which is 450 Km with the same purchase order
used for the legal stones i.e. one purchase order is used for two shipments. The
polished stones are packed in wooden boxes and sent to port through the
containers. The raw stones are carried openly in the big tucks.

Tuticorin port handled around 335382 tons of stone from April 2006 to December
2006 while the Chennai port handled 10.88 lakh tonnes of granite blocks
during 2005-06






