Selected Statistics and Indicators on Child Labor
Percent of children ages 5-14 estimated as working: Unavailable
_ Minimum age for admission to work: 162::
Ageto which education is compulsory: 150r 16
Russia Free public education: Y es®®
Gross primary enrollment rate in 2005: 1299%6°%7
Net primary enrollment rate in 2005: 9204%%%8
Percent of children 5-14 attending school: Unavailable
Percent of primary school entrants likely to reach grade 5: Unavailable
Ratified Convention 138: 5/3/1979%%
Ratified Convention 182: 3/25/2003%%
ILO-IPEC participating country: Y es®™!

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

In Russian urban areas, children can be found working primarily in the informal sector in retail
services, selling goods on the street, washing cars, repairing automobiles, making deliveries,
collecting trash, and begging.**® In rural areas, it is more common to see children working in
agriculture.** Child work in Russia encompasses not only Russian children, but often children
from neighboring countries.®**** Among street children, boys are usually involved in hard
physical |abor, while girls are more likely to work in trade and prostitution.***> However, child
prostitution involving boys does exist, particularly among homeless and orphaned children.®®
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Boys start working at an earlier age than girls do.***” Homeless and orphaned children on the
streets are engaged in prostitution as a means to survive.**® Some children involved in
prostitution are also engaged in day work in some other sector.***® Child sex tourism remains a
concern.*"® Some children are brought to Russiafor the purpose of exploitation.*”* The
northwestern border areas of Russia are popular destinations for tourists from wealthier Western
European nations, particularly Finland.*? While St. Petersburg and Moscow are both
destination sites for child sex tourism,*”® St. Petersburg appears to be much more significant of a
destination than Moscow.*™ Russian children, primarily girls, are trafficked for commercial
sexual exploitation.**” Domestic trafficking of children from rural areas to urban centers and
from one region to another also occurs.®*™ Russiaisamajor producer and distributor of internet
pornography.®*’”” There has been aten fold increase in prosecutions for child pornography in the
past five years, but it remains a significant problem.*"

Child Labor L aws and Enfor cement

The law sets the minimum age of employment at 16 years, with some exceptions.>*"® Children
who have either completed their basic genera education or have | eft the general educationa
system may work at 15. Children at least 14 years may, with parental consent, perform light
work that is not harmful to their health or education. Children younger than 14 may, with
parental consent, participate in the creation and/or performance of art works that are not harmful
to their health and moral development.***° The normal working time for employees younger
than 16 is 24 hours per week, and 36 hours per week for employees between 16 and 18.%%*
Workers younger than 16 may work longer than 5 hours per shift, and for workers between 16
and 18, a shift may not exceed 7 hours.***? Children under 18 are prohibited from engaging in
night work, unhealthy or dangerous work, underground work, or work that may be injurious to
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their moral development.®** Employers must medically screen any prospective employees
younger than 18; once hired, these employees must also pass annual medical surveys provided at
the expense of the employer.3%*

Forced child labor is punishable by imprisonment from 3 to 10 years, rape of aminor is
punishable by up to 4 to 10 years’ imprisonment, soliciting a minor for prostitution is punishable
by up to 4 years’ imprisonment, and recruiting a minor into prostitution by up to 3 to 8 years’
imprisonment.®*® Operating a prostitution business with known minors under 16 is punishable
by up to 6 years of imprisonment. If the child is under 14, the sentence may be from 3 to 10
years of imprisonment.*** Sexual relations with a person under 16 is forbidden and punishable
by up to 4 years of imprisonment.***’ Also prohibited is the making and circulating of
pornography depicting known minors; it is punishable by imprisonment for up to 8 years,
depending on the age of the child.***® Trafficking of a known minor is punishable by a sentence
of 3 to 10 years of imprisonment if committed by an individual, and 8 to 15 years if committed
by an organized group.®** The minimum age for military conscription is 18 years.*%

The Federa Labor Inspectorate is responsible for state supervision and control over the
observance of the labor code.®% According to the U.S. Department of State, however, the
government failed to enforce child labor laws effectively; there were approximately 8,300 cases
of child labor violations reported in 2004, the most recent date for which such information is
available.*% There have been reports of trafficking-related complicity among Russian
officials.®®

Current Government Policies and Programsto Eliminate the Wor st Forms of Child Labor

The Ministry of the Interior and anti-trafficking NGOs completed a trafficking manual that has
been used by several police units to assist officers with investigations.***
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