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Central African
Republic

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

In 2000, in the Central African Republic, approximately 60.4 percent of all boys 5 to 14 were
working compared to 61.7 percent of girls in the same age range.895 Children work in agriculture,
domestic service, fishing, and mining. They also reportedly work alongside adult relatives in
diamond fields.896 Some children work on farms at school.897
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Selected Statistics and Indicators on Child Labor

Percent of children 5-14 estimated as working in
2000:

61.1%886

Minimum age for admission to work: 14887

Age to which education is compulsory: 14888

Free public education: No889

Gross primary enrollment rate in 2004: 56%890

Net primary enrollment rate: Unavailable
Percent of children 5-14 attending school in 2000: 38.5%891

Percent of primary school entrants likely to reach
grade 5: Unavailable
Ratified Convention 138: 6/28/2000892

Ratified Convention 182: 6/28/2000893

ILO-IPEC participating country: No894
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The Ministry of Family and Social Affairs of the Central African Republic estimated that at least
3,000 street children live in the capital city of Bangui.898 These children, many orphaned by
HIV/AIDS, are engaged in various economic activities including hauling, street vending,
washing dishes in small eateries, and begging.899 Some girls are also involved in commercial
sexual exploitation.900 Children from some indigenous groups are forced into agricultural,
domestic, and other forms of labor by other ethnic groups in the country.901 In addition,
anecdotal evidence suggests that a number of boys have joined rebel forces fighting the
government in the northwest region of the country.902

The Central African Republic is both a source and a destination for children trafficked for forced
labor and commercial sexual exploitation. Children are reportedly trafficked to and from
Cameroon and Nigeria. In addition to commercial sexual exploitation, trafficked children work
in domestic services and as forced labor in shops and commercial activities.903 Also, anecdotal
evidence suggests that children may be trafficked to other nearby countries to work in
agriculture.904 In addition, traveling merchants, herders, and other foreigners working in and
transiting through the country sometimes brought boys and girls with them. Such children did
not attend school and were not paid for their work.905

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

The law sets the minimum age for employment at 14 years.906 However, children who are at
least 12 years old may engage in light work, such as traditional agriculture or home services.907
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Children under 18 years old are forbidden to perform certain kinds of work, including work in
mines, work that involves carrying heavy loads, or work between 10 p.m. and 5 a.m.908 The law
prohibits a company or parent from using children in mining. Violators are subject to
imprisonment of 6 months to 3 years.909 Forced labor is prohibited under the law. Although
they are not specifically mentioned, the prohibition against forced and compulsory labor applies
to children.910 The minimum age for enlisting in the armed forces is 18 years.911

The law prohibits the procurement of individuals for sexual purposes, including assisting in or
profiting from prostitution, with penalties that include imprisonment of 1 month and 1 day to
1 year. Those found guilty of engaging in such acts with minors, which the law defines as
persons less than 15 years of age, face penalties of imprisonment from 1 to 5 years. The law also
establishes penalties including imprisonment from 2 to 5 years if a school official commits a sex
offense involving a female student. The ILO’s Committee of Experts has raised questions about
whether the country’s laws adequately protect children under 18 from prostitution.912

The law does not specifically prohibit trafficking.913 However, traffickers can be prosecuted
under anti-slavery laws, laws against sexual exploitation, mandatory school-age laws, the labor
code, and laws against prostitution.914 In addition, the law establishes a penalty of imprisonment
from 5 to 10 years for any person who abducts or causes the abduction of a child younger than
15 years old.915

The Ministry of Civil Service, Labor and Social Security, specifically its Labor Inspection body,
is tasked with implementing and enforcing child labor laws.916 However, the Ministry lacks
sufficient resources for enforcement and has only 47 labor inspectors.917 The U.S. Department
of State reports that enforcement of child labor laws occurs infrequently.918 Community brigades
have been established to punish persons responsible for forcing children into prostitution.
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However, few cases have been prosecuted because of the reluctance of victims’ families to press 
charges.919 The government does not currently investigate trafficking cases.920

Current Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor

Research has not identified any policies or programs by the Government of the Central African
Republic to specifically address exploitive child labor.
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