SGA/DFA PY-06-11-262 


	GRANTEE:
	The Blessing Way

	
	Sequence No. 262

	ADDRESS:
	70 Pemberton St.

	
	Providence, RI 02908


	AMOUNT:
	$56,303

	DURATION:
	18 months

	
	

	POPULATION SERVED: Men and women returning to the Providence metro area from prison or drug treatment.  

	
	

	BRIEF DESCRIPTION:  (Services they will provide.)

The Blessing Way is a faith-based, social service agency that aids men and women returning to the Providence metro area from prison or drug treatment.  The program includes many services such as intensive case management, weekly life-skills classes at 2 sites, transitional housing, emergency assistance, and family outreach.  The Blessing Way provides case management for approximately 20 new cases per month.  Of the people working at the Blessing Way, 80% live in the high incarceration areas being targeted by the program and 38% have been incarcerated themselves.  Fifty percent (50%) are people of color and 38% work directly with the homeless.  This gives the facility a unique ability to relate to the people it is trying to assist. 
Operation Get Started will target the population which wants employment but does not possess the necessary skills or literary competency to gain employment.  The program will teach the participants “soft skills” such as life and job skills training for the workplace; pre-job placement coaching and mentoring; and job retention support.   The Blessed Way will then work with business associations and companies to find employment opportunities.  
GOALS: (How many people served, placed in jobs or education, retained, etc.)

Operation Get Started will include a maximum of 100 clients. Once the clients have been accepted, they will be assigned a Job Coach and life skills training.  Within the 18 months of the grant, the program aims to place 10% of applicants in advanced training positions and 60% in employment positions.  The average wage of those placed in jobs will be between $8 and $10, well above the Rhode Island minimum wage.  Of the participants placed in jobs, 50% will remain employed for at least 3 months and 30% will remain employed for 6 months.  


	
	

	GEOGRAPHIC AREA TO BE SERVED:  City and County of Providence, Rhode Island

	
	

	CONTACT:
	Rev. Joyce A. Penfield 
	P:  (401) 350-0021  

F:  (401) 861-0441 

E:   blessingwayinfo@yahoo.com


