SGA/DFA PY-06-11-187


	GRANTEE:
	Ethiopian Community Mutual Assistance Association, Inc

	
	Sequence No. 187

	ADDRESS:
	552 Massachusetts Ave

	
	Cambridge, MA 02139


	AMOUNT:
	$60,000

	DURATION:
	18 months

	
	

	POPULATION SERVED:  Unemployed and underemployed immigrants in metropolitan Boston needing assistance to increase their job prospects and earning potential.  

	
	

	BRIEF DESCRIPTION:  (Services they will provide.)

The ECMAA was founded as a way to bind the Ethiopian community together to help newcomers adjust to American life.  African immigrants come from a traumatic background and changing to a new lifestyle is difficult.  To do this, the ECMAA helps African immigrants in the Boston area by: giving cultural orientation to newcomers, HIV/AIDS prevention, job placement, housing assistance and translation/interpretation services.  It even provides a weekly radio show attracting 8,000 listeners.  
With this grant, the ECMAA will expand its programming.  New programs include outreach and recruitment, pre-placement mentoring, training on the American culture of job seeking, case management and referral to other training and support services among other things.  To do this, the ECMAA will partner with the Boston local One-Stop Career Center.  A new Case Manager will be hired after the grant is awarded, and he or she will work with the One-Stop to continue to recruit and train African immigrants and help develop a comprehensive curriculum of the American culture of job searching and retention.  The relationship with the One-Stop will allow the Association to help African immigrants find work and assimilate into American society.  
GOALS: (How many people served, placed in jobs or education, retained, etc.)

In order for the program to be successful, the ECMAA expects to recruit 70 participants.  Of those seventy, 15 will be placed in post secondary education or advanced training and 35 will be placed in a job.  The average hourly wage of those workers will be $12 per hour.  32 will be continuously employed for 3 months and 29 at six months.  

	
	

	GEOGRAPHIC AREA TO BE SERVED:  Metropolitan Boston - Suffolk and Middlesex Counties

	
	

	CONTACT:
	Binyam Tamene
	P:  (617) 492-4232
F:  
E binyam.ecmaa@gmail.com

	
	
	


